Reformation Lutheran Church
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Reading, PA 19606

www.reformationlutheran.org
Office (610) 779-0534
Pastor Stoddard (610) 334-1285

Reformation Sunday October 25, 2026
A Service of Word and Sacrament 9:30 AM

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always
be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing
world. We celebrate the good news of God'’s grace, that Jesus Christ
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians
will unite more fully in worship and mission.


http://www.reformationlutheran.org/

Welcome to Reformation!

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Dr. Gregory Stoddard
Director of Music: Dr. Heidi Rochlin
Ushers Joanne Scattergood and Shirley Harner
Reader Terri Adams
Assisting Minister Judy Plica
Acolyte to be determined
Altar Guild Cindy & Dave Shirey and Kathy & Charles Miller
Flowers Rick & Jeanne Gochauer-in honor of our 40" wedding
anniversary

Stu & Cynthia Smoker-Johnston-in honor of our 34"
wedding anniversary

Live streaming Tom Sahaida, Stu Johnston, Jared Preston, Andy
Dobroskey

WELCOME
PRELUDE - Bell Chime Choir, Resound and Rejoice, by Krug
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from
seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: ELW 504
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill  the land all threat-’ning to  de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
0
T I——
— T I S—
| | I I | ] [¥ | I [ [ = ] |
p p-a 1 e |
to - rious; he breaks the  cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our  side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan-ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev. - er!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE:
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 1 Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free

to be peo - ple of God.

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men.
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Refrain
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
Final refrain
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - 1lu - ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it
with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it
is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it;
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for
it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

FIRST READING — JEREMIAH 31:31-34

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not
be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. ** But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their




hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No
longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no
more.

PsaLM 46  (This will be read in unison.)
1 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3 though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
¢ The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
?behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the
shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the
earth.”
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING — ROMANS 3:19-28
1 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. 2° For no human will be
justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 2% the
righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who




believe. For there is no distinction, 2 since all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God; ?* they are now justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, * whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;
26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so
that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.
27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what
kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed

by the law.

The assembly stands.
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Al-le-lu - 1a.

Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-1u - 1a.

GOSPEL — JOHN 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in
my word, you are truly my disciples, 3> and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.” 3> They answered him, “We are
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who

commits sin is a slave to sin. > The slave does not have a permanent
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. *® So if the
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.




The assembly may be seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 652
Built on a Rock
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Built on a rock the church shallstand, e - ven when stee - ples are
Sure - ly, in tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i-
Yet in thishouse, an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is
Through all the pass - ing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ty land, bells still are
dwell - ing—  high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta -  tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear your Word, who here this
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chim-ing and call - ing— call - ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem-ples ex-cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal-va - tion.Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je-sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with

prom-ise is bring - ing: “I know my own, my own know me; you, not the
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev-er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak - ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.

world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with you. A - men”



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assisting Minister: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things
new, we pray for the church and the world..

Each petition of the prayers concludes with these words:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Assisting Minister: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING & ANTHEM
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say, by Shulz-Widmar

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyard be Fruitful Lord ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please note that, to be accessible to all, our communion bread is
gluten-free, nut-free and lactose-free; both wine (served at the rail)
and grape juice (in the trays) are available. When returning your
used cups to the trays along the walls, please do not stack the cups.
All are welcome to commune.
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mer-cy on Uus. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484
Refrain
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You sat-is -fy the hun-gry heart with gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tude
3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to wus, O Lord; then self-less let us be,
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so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth -er in your name in  truth and char - 1 - ty.



Soli Deo Gloria ELW 878
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1 O God of bless-ings, all praise to you! Your love sur -
2 All praise for proph-ets, through grace in - spired to preach and
3 All praise for mu - sic, deep gift pro - found, through hands and
4 All praise for Je - sus, best gift di - vine  through word and
5 A bil - lion voic - es in one great song, now soft and
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rounds us our whole life through You are
wit - ness with  hearts on fire. Your Spir -
voic - es in ho - ly sound; the  psalms
wit - ness, in bread and wine; in - car - nate
gen - tle, now deep and strong, in ev -
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free - dom of those op - pressed; you are the com-fort of dis -
choos-es the weak and small to sing the new reign where might-y
Da - vid, and Mar - y’s praise, in word-less splen-dor and lyr - ic
love song of bound-less grace, priest, teach-er, proph-et in time and
cul - ture and style and key, from hill and val - ley, with sky and
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tressed. Come now, O ho - ly and wel - come guest:
fall; with them may we live your gos - pel call:
phrase, with all cre - a - tion one song we raise:
space, your stead - fast kind - ness with  hu - man  face:
sea, with Christ we praise you e - ter - nal - ly:
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So-li De-o0 glo-r - a! So-li De-o glo-ri - a!

Thy Word C37

Chorus:

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path

When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way

Still you’re there right beside me

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near

Please be near me to the end [Chorus]



I will not forget your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering

Jesus be my guide and hold me to your side
I will love you to the end [Chorus]

The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN: ELW 511

Thy Strong Word
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I Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness;  at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - teous; bright with
4 From the cross thy wis - dom shin - ing  break - eth
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speak -ing it was done. For «cre - at - ed light we
night and deep as death, broke the light of thy sal -
thine own ho - 1li - ness, glo - rious now, we  press toward
forth in con - qu'ring might; from the cross for - ev - er
n . ' r”31| ' A
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thank thee, while thine or - dered sea - Ssons  run.
va - tion, breathed thine own life - breath-ing breath.
glo - 1y, and our lives  our hopes con - fess.
beam - eth all thy bright re - deem - ing light.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praiseto thee who light dost send!

Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia with - out end!

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE



PRAYER LIST

Added — Don Bickel, John and Jess DiGuardi

Reformation Family: Carol Baer, Steve Barnett, Ruth Blatt, Tom Brizek, Millie
Castillo, Bob Galbraith, Roger Hillibush, Dana Humbert, Maddie Kemp,
Nancy Kern, Rod and Patti Kline, Tina Little, Cheryl Manella, Jocelyn
Quaintance, Pat Schonour, Scott, Linda Sell,, Elinor Snyder, Jack Swartz, Er-
ica Sweigert, and Herb Zettlemoyer,

Friends of Reformation: Thomas Allmon, Linda Barnett, Sandy Bender, Don
Bickel, Andy Bishop, Claire Boarder, Karen Borsak, Michele Boucher, Mary
Bowen, Susan Broome, Zena Burkert, Lucille Canta, Cathy, Barbara Connor,
Carl and Laura, Patricia Derr. Bernadette Dieumegard, John and Jess
DiGuardi, Wilgus Elliott, Judi and Carl Esterly, Ethan, Susan Flicker, Francis,
Greg Geesaman, Robert Granko, Anthony Gross, Brian Gruber, Gino Hinner-
shitz John Howard, Deacon Kalbach, Kayden, Allison Kunkel, Batya Leidner,
Scott Leone, Dana Little, Maryann and Elwood Long, Alyson, Sophie, and
Avery Maas, Kathy McCoy, Mike Mirenda, Tom Mulvey, Andrew Nosti, Amy
Papilla, Wyatt Plica, Chris Plue, Molly Regan, Avery Reinert, Keith and Peg
Ruch, Garrett Schanfelder, Karolyn Schrufer, Kim Sharp, Linda Smith, Charles
Sperling, Herm Spitzer, Jacob Stoner, Taylor Tenuta, and Grace Vetter

We pray for our Call Committee as they listen and discern during this
season of transition.

Next Week’s Worship Leaders:

October 25
Ushers Bob Rutherford and Melanie Karasek
Reader Rich Hawk

Assisting Minister | Judy Plica
Acolyte Karen Montag




NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

All Saints Sunday is next Sunday, Nov. 1st. We’ll remember those who have entered
the church triumphant with candle lighting and bell tolling. Special music to include a
brass quintet.

Sunday School — Our next Sunday School for our Youngest Learners will be held on
Sunday, November 29" in conjunction with our Advent Workshop. There will be
activities for all ages! More details to follow!

College and Military Care Packages - Reformation is once again mailing Care
Packages to students attending college and to those serving in the military. If
someone in your family meets this criteria and they would like to receive a Care
Package this Fall, please email the information below to Alicia Bergey at
smittyfh@hotmail.com. Deadline for submission is today, Sunday, October
25th. Packages will be mailed after Halloween.

Student name

Mailing address (PO boxes are okay)

Year of graduation

Our Book Club will meet on Thursday, October 29th at 7PM in the parlor. The book
is The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston.

Dinner Out - Our next Dinner Out is Thursday, November 12th, at Vincenzo’s
Ristorante, 1333 Old Swede Road, Douglassville, at 6 PM.

**Please note - It is very important that all reservations be either called in or e-mailed
to the office (mail@reformationlutheran.org) no later than Tuesday, September 8th.
This avoids any issues that could arise with the restaurant. Thank you!

Fall Clothing Drive for the Clothing Bank - For the fall season, we are collecting
the following items:

- Children: Long pants and long-sleeved shirts

- Adults: Jeans, sweatpants, yoga pants, t-shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts, jackets, coats,
and shoes
Donations can be placed in the box near the back door vestibule.

Fall Cleanup of our church grounds will take place on Saturday, October 31st
beginning at 9:00AM. Are you able to spare 2-3 hours to help the Property Committee
weed, prune shrubs & grasses, rake leaves? Bring your tools!

Advent Devotional — The sign-up sheet is hanging in the narthex to write for our
Advent Devotional. Writings are due by November 8t to Elisha Barnett at
scrapgirl.elisha@gmail.com.

11th Annual Toy Give for Children of the Exeter Area Food Pantry on December 11,
2026

Each year the number of children and families served grows larger. Your generosity
has made it possible for us to continue to provide gifts for hundreds of children in our
community each year. Please consider purchasing a toy or toys for the children.



mailto:scrapgirl.elisha@gmail.com

e Infant to 13 years old:
Toys, games, puzzles, dolls, cars, trucks, building sets, art supplies, Barbies,
Legos, etc.
e Teenagers:
Make-up sets, nail care sets, shaving sets, cologne sets, perfume sets, hand cream
and body wash sets, adult art sets (fine tip markers, graphic pencils, colored
pens). Teenagers will also receive a gift card to a local store from our generous
partner: “Hack Away at Hunger”
Donations of hats, socks, gloves and scarves for all ages as well as gently used and
new books are also appreciated.
Drop your gifts in the toy donation box at Reformation.

Additional information [monetary contributions, Amazon Wish List] on the toy drive
can be found on a flier in the narthex. Be sure to pick one up. If you have any
questions please contact:

Doris Jaeger: 610-780-9825; bdj43077@msn.com

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church Office: 610-779-3480
Please bring all donations no later than December 4%,

Church Cookbook - If you would like to submit a recipe for the new church online
cookbook use this QR code to fill out the Google forms. Thank you for your participa-
tion!

]
d

Any questions please contact Katherine Kerchner at katherine.kerchner(@gmail.com

YOUTH THANKSGIVING BASKETS PROJECT

We will again be preparing Thanksgiving baskets for needy families in the Exe-
ter school district. Starting Sunday, October 25, there will be leaves on the bulle-
tin board near the kitchen with items needed for the baskets attached on them.
Choose as many items that you would like to donate. Bring the items in and place
them in the boxes which will be on the floor underneath the bulletin board. All
items must be brought in by Sunday, Nov. 15. One of the items that we provide
with the baskets is a turkey. We are asking if anyone in the congregation who
might be receiving a free turkey from work (or anywhere else) or you get a cou-
pon for a turkey that you consider donating it to the Thanksgiving basket pro-
ject. If you do want to donate a turkey, contact Terry Trumbauer (610-582-5950
or terryt@dejazzd.com). The final way you can help is with the delivery of the
baskets. If you have a van or a SUV and are available for about 2 hours on Mon-
day, Nov. 23 and would like to help me deliver the baskets to the Exeter Admin-
istration building, you can call or e-mail me about the details with making the
deliveries. Thank you! - Terry Trumbauer
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