Reformation Lutheran Church

3670 Perkiomen Avenue
Reading, PA 19606

www.reformationlutheran.org
Office (610) 779-0534
Pastor Stoddard (610) 334-1285

20" Sunday after Pentecost October 11, 2026
A Service of Word and Sacrament 9:30 AM

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God
will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet,
those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our
liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship
we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With
great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the
wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the
abundant life of God.



http://www.reformationlutheran.org/

Welcome to Reformation!

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Dennis Moore
Director of Music: Dr. Heidi Rochlin
Ushers Pat and Kathy Austin
Reader Jackie Morrissey
Assisting Minister Jeanne Gochnauer
Acolyte Paige Bergey
Altar Guild Cindy & Dave Shirey and Kathy & Charles Miller
Flowers Jack & Mary Swartz-in honor of our 45th anniversary
Live streaming Tom Sahaida, Stu Johnston, Jared Preston, Andy
Dobroskey
WELCOME
PRELUDE

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from
seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: ELW 531
The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
Found in the Red Hymnal

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

O

=)

e (7] 1

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



GLORY TO GOD

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: e -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

FIRST READING — ISAIAH 25:1-9
'O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
> the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
® On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
$he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
? It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might




save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

SECOND READING — PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9
' My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2] urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these
women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are
in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. ° Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ? As for the things
that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do
them, and the God of peace will be with you.

The assembly stands.
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GOSPEL — MATTHEW 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. * He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. # Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” °> But they made
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business,

6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.

" The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers,
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” '° Those
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

T“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 2 and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '* For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.
SERMON

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY:

Now We Join in Celebration

ELW 462
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assisting Minister: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things
new, we pray for the church and the world..

Each petition of the prayers concludes with these words:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Assisting Minister: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING & ANTHEM

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyard be Fruitful Lord ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please note that, to be accessible to all, our communion bread is
gluten-free, nut-free and lactose-free; both wine (served at the rail)
and grape juice (in the trays) are available. When returning your
used cups to the trays along the walls, please do not stack the cups.
All are welcome to commune.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet ELW 523
Refrain / Estribillo
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484

Refrain
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1 As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tude
3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to wus, O Lord; then self-less let wus be,

N u Refrain

g T T T - n -
Hey t—— I B . SS— ——— - C—)— o~ 1
}'@—J‘J g [ b I I P — P Bt [ _— 1
so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all  the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - i - ty.
Thy Word C37
Chorus:

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path

When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way
Still you’re there right beside me

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near
Please be near me to the end [Chorus]

I will not forget your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering

Jesus be my guide and hold me to your side
I will love you to the end [Chorus]



The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN: ELW 873

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
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I Re - joice, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift your stan-dard high, still  march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.

send forth the stur - dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
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Re - joice! Re - joice!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last, the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE



PRAYER LIST

Added — Mike Mirenda

Reformation Family: Carol Baer, Steve Barnett, Ruth Blatt, Tom Brizek, Millie
Castillo, Audrey DiGuardi, Bob Galbraith, Roger Hillibush, Dana Hum-
bert, Maddie Kemp, Nancy Kern, Rod and Patti Kline, Cheryl Manella, Pat
Schonour, Scott, Linda Sell,, Elinor Snyder, Jack Swartz, Erica Sweigert, and
Herb Zettlemoyer,

Friends of Reformation: Thomas Allmon, Linda Barnett, Sandy Bender, Andy
Bishop, Claire Boarder, Karen Borsak, Michele Boucher, Mary Bowen, Susan
Broome, Zena Burkert, Lucille Canta, Cathy, Barbara Connor, Carl and Laura,
Patricia Derr. Bernadette Dieumegard, Wilgus Elliott, Judi and Carl Esterly,
Ethan, Susan Flicker, Francis, Greg Geesaman, Robert Granko, Anthony
Gross, Brian Gruber, Gino Hinnershitz John Howard, Deacon Kalbach, Kay-
den, Allison Kunkel, Batya Leidner, Scott Leone, Dana Little, Maryann and
Elwood Long, Alyson, Sophie, and Avery Maas, Kathy McCoy, Mike Mirenda,
Tom Mulvey, Andrew Nosti, Amy Papilla, Wyatt Plica, Chris Plue, Molly Re-
gan, Avery Reinert, Keith and Peg Ruch, Garrett Schanfelder, Karolyn Schru-
fer, Kim Sharp, Linda Smith, Charles Sperling, Herm Spitzer, Jacob Stoner,
Taylor Tenuta, and Grace Vetter

We pray for our Call Committee as they listen and discern during this
season of transition.

Next Week’s Worship Leaders:

October 18"
Ushers Dale and Carole Miller
Reader John Baver
Assisting Minister | Dee Dee Werner
Acolyte Kevin Blackburn




NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church Online Cookbook - Calling all cooks! During the last church
picnic several of us thought that making a church cookbook for people
to share popular recipes would be beneficial. If you have a recipe you
would like to share you can submit a photocopy or written copy into the
green folder on the table outside the sanctuary.
Please include your name and contact information.
This is in case there are any questions when I put it
into the recipe website. If you have any questions
please contact Katherine Kerchner at 484-930-0370
or Katherine.kerchner@gmail.com. Thank you for
all your contributions!

Spaghetti Dinner Benefitting Reformation Youth Ministry
Tickets: $15 adult or $10 child (under 10)

Dinner includes: spaghetti and meatballs, salad, bread, dessert and
drinks (BYOB). Take-out dinners available, but you must bring your
own Tupperware containers.

Date: Saturday, October 24" 5 —7 pm

Clothing Bank Updates:
New Hours & Volunteer Need (Friday, October 16th)
Starting in October, the Food Pantry is changing its hours, and the
Clothing Bank will align with the new schedule. On Friday, October
16th, we need three volunteers for each of the following shifts:
-10:00 AM - 12:15 PM
- 12:40 PM - 2:40 PM
- 2:40 PM - 4:40 PM
The work is straightforward. If you have any questions, please reach
out to me at church or contact me at karen.hawk5142gmail.com
Monthly Sorting Volunteers (Tuesday, October 13th)
We also need volunteers to sort, fold, and organize clothing on the
second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM at the Clothing Bank. The
next date is Tuesday, October 13th.
Fall Clothing Drive
For the fall season, we are collecting the following items:
- Children: Long pants and long-sleeved shirts
- Adults: Jeans, sweatpants, yoga pants, t-shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts,
jackets, coats, and shoes



http://karen.hawk5142gmail.com/

From the Property Committee - Our sexton, Tony Barrasso, has
announced his resignation effective October 31st. We thank Tony for
his dedicated service these past five years. A search is underway for
this part-time (up to 10 hours) per week position which involves light
maintenance and groundskeeping duties. Please speak with Pastor
Greg, Tim Dewalt or Dale Miller if you are aware of a possible
candidate.

College and Military Care Packages - Reformation is once again mailing
Care Packages to students attending college and to those serving in the mili-
tary. If someone in your family meets this criteria and they would like to re-
ceive a Care Package this Fall, please email the information below to Alicia
Bergey at smittyth@hotmail.com. Deadline for submission is Sunday, Octo-
ber 25th. Packages will be mailed after Halloween.

Student name
Mailing address (PO boxes are okay)
Year of graduation

Reminder: The church office will be closed tomorrow, October 12, 2026,
and bible study is canceled. Thank you!




