Reformation Lutheran Church
3670 Perkiomen Avenue
Reading, PA 19606

www.reformationlutheran.org
Office (610) 779-0534
Pastor Stoddard (610) 334-1285

18" Sunday after Pentecost September 27%, 2026
A Service of Word and Sacrament 9:30 AM

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals
surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting
the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.


http://www.reformationlutheran.org/

Welcome to Reformation!

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Dr. Greg Stoddard
Director of Music: Dr. Heidi Rochlin
Ushers Steve and Katy Barnett
Reader John Baver
Assisting Minister Jeanne Gochnauer
Acolyte Garrison Bogust
Altar Guild Kathy Austin and Dee Dee Werner
Flowers Patricia Schonour-in memory of Dorothy Clemens
Live streaming Tom Sahaida, Stu Johnston, Jared Preston, Andy
Dobroskey

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from
seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN:

God Is Here!
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praise and prayer,
need of grace;
flock and fold;
change and doubt,
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what it is

here  the Cross has

Christ sus - tains

Here, as in the
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wait the com-ing of

here, in  new-ness and
what it meansin dai - ly
we, who can - not live with-out

o - pen minds and hearts.
Spir - it comes to each.

be - lieve and to a - dore.
a - dore you! We be - lieve!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

5 So
%
[y
Q
®




GLORY TO GOD

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: e -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

Q . = . [—p— I
e T
\\37 | 1 | —

J ' [— —] ’

you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.
Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those
things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

FIRST READING — EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32

! The word of the Lord came to me: > What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? * As I live, says the
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.  Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the
child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

2 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall
die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.
29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house
of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according
to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your trans-
gressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3! Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
God. Turn, then, and live.

SECOND READING — PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

LIf, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love,
any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy,

2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. ® Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the




interests of others. ° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus,

6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,

"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

? Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,

1950 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

T and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not
only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on
your own salvation with fear and trembling, '* for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

The assembly stands.
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GOSPEL — MATTHEW 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of
the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 2* Jesus
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.

23 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 2 But if we
say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John
as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.

28 «“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 2 He answered, ‘I will
not,” but later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the
second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not
go. 3 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. * For John
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after
you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.
SERMON

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY:

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
e, . 2 e,
%& ; —_ - | -
Py P
: ! | | | | | | F
0 4 .
| Il |
’ & T |
J i k4 F# -
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assisting Minister: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we
offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.

Each petition of the prayers concludes with these words:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Assisting Minister: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have

forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING & ANTHEM
Lord it is Good to Sing Praise

The assembly stands.



OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyard be Fruitful Lord ELW 182
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please note that, to be accessible to all, our communion bread is
gluten-free, nut-free and lactose-free; both wine (served at the rail)
and grape juice (in the trays) are available. When returning your
used cups to the trays along the walls, please do not stack the cups.
All are welcome to commune.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
Welcome Table ACS 969

1 I'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta - ble,
2 I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk ... and hon - ey,
3 I'm a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv - er,

I'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta-ble,some of these days.
I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk. . . and hon-ey, some of these days.
I'm  a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv-er, some of these days.

I'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel - come ta - ble,
I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk... and hon - ey,
I'm a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv E er,

I'm goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta - ble, some of these days.
I'm goin’-a feast on milk. .. and hon - ey, some of these days.
I'm goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv - er, some of these days.



As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turn our wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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For s et
teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the  sound-ing joy.
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By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469

0 o . , —
A 1 F— } —— I = i 4i5j
S R R EE e

1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.
2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour-age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:
Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.

In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come whatwe re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er-flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.
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The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN: ELW 538
The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
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En - wvia - do soy de Dios, mi ma - no lis - taes - td
The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give,
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pa - ra cons-truir con él un mun -do fra - ter - nal.
to make of all the earth a bet - ter place to live.
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Los dn - ge - les no son en - via-dos a cam - biar
The an - gels are not  sent in - to our world of pain
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un mun -do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jor;
to do what we were meant to do in Je -sus’ name;
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me ha to - ca-doa mi ha - cer - lo rea - li - dad.
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.
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A - yi-da-me Se - for aha - cer tu vo-lun - tad.
Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



PRAYER LIST

Added — none

Reformation Family: Carol Baer, Steve Barnett, Ruth Blatt, Tom Brizek,
Millie Castillo, Audrey DiGuardi, Bob Galbraith, Roger Hillibush, Dana
Humbert, Maddie Kemp, Nancy Kern, Rod and Patti Kline, Cheryl
Manella, Pat Schonour, Scott, Linda Sell,, Elinor Snyder, Jack Swartz,
Erica Sweigert, and Herb Zettlemoyer,

Friends of Reformation: Thomas Allmon, Linda Barnett, Sandy
Bender, Andy Bishop, Claire Boarder, Karen Borsak, Michele Boucher,
Mary Bowen, Susan Broome, Zena Burkert, Lucille Canta, Cathy, Bar-
bara Connor, Carl and Laura, Patricia Derr. Bernadette
Dieumegard, Wilgus Elliott, Judi and Carl Esterly, Ethan, Susan Flicker,
Francis, Greg Geesaman, Robert Granko, Anthony Gross, Brian Gruber,
Gino Hinnershitz John Howard, Deacon Kalbach, Kayden, Allison Kun-
kel, Batya Leidner, Scott Leone, Dana Little, Maryann and Elwood
Long, Alyson, Sophie, and Avery Maas, Kathy McCoy,, Tom Mulvey,
Andrew Nosti, Amy Papilla, Wyatt Plica, Chris Plue, Molly Regan,
Avery Reinert, Keith and Peg Ruch, Garrett Schanfelder, Karolyn
Schrufer, Kim Sharp, Linda Smith, Charles Sperling, Herm Spitzer, Ja-
cob Stoner, Taylor Tenuta, and Grace Vetter

We pray for our Call Committee as they listen and discern during this
season of transition.

Next Week’s Worship Leaders:

October 41
Ushers Rich Hawk and Dee Dee Werner
Reader Maryann Gardner

Assisting Minister | Carole Miller
Acolyte Taylor Bergey




NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church Online Cookbook - Calling all cooks! During the last church
picnic several of us thought that making a church cookbook for people
to share popular recipes would be beneficial. If you have a recipe you
would like to share you can submit a photocopy or written copy into the
green folder on the table outside the sanctuary. Please include your
name and contact information. This is in case there
are any questions when I put it into the recipe
website. If you have any questions please contact
Katherine Kerchner at 484-930-0370 or
Katherine.kerchner@gmail.com. Thank you for all
your contributions!

Spaghetti Dinner Benefitting Reformation Youth Ministry
Tickets: $15 adult or $10 child (under 10)

Dinner includes: spaghetti and meatballs, salad, bread, dessert and
drinks (BYOB). Take-out dinners available, but you must bring your
own Tupperware containers.

Date: Saturday, October 24" 5 —7 pm

Health Ministry News - We would like to thank everyone who partici-
pated in any way to help make our Blood Drive on God’s Work Our
Hands Sunday a success. The final count of blood donated to Miller
Keystone Blood Center was twenty-two pints. A special thank you to
Thrivent for sponsoring this event.

Mark your calendar October 18,2026. This will be our first meeting
after church to plan for events for 2027. We will gather in the social
hall. This is for anyone interested in joining this ministry and for all
those who have signed up this past summer to join us. Please bring your
ideas and questions to the meeting.

Kitten Yoga - On Wednesday, October 7th at 11AM, sponsored by
the Animal Rescue League of Berks County!. Come and enjoy your
yoga class while League assistants bring cute kittens to cuddle!

There won’t be a yoga class that day at 10AM.




