Reformation Lutheran Church
3670 Perkiomen Avenue

Reading, PA 19606
www.reformationlutheran.org
Office (610) 779-0534; Pastor Metzloff (570) 706-1330

7t Sunday of Easter June 1%, 2025
A Service of Word and Sacrament 8:30 and 10:30 AM



http://www.reformationlutheran.org/

Welcome to Reformation!

Presiding Minister: Pastor Paul Metzloff

Director of Music: Dr. Heidi Rochlin

8:30 10:30
Ushers Jen and Charley Weaver Pat and Kathy Austin
Reader Judy Plica Alan Blackburn
A/M Judy Plica Alan Blackburn
Acolyte Jen Weaver N/A
Flowers Brion and Jackie Morrissey — in memory of Nan Morrissey

Altar Guild Jackie and Brion Morrissey
Live streaming Tom Sahaida, Andy Dobroskey, Jared Preston,
Stu Johnston, Richter Bogust

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-
ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and un-
known, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: ELW 423

Shall We Gather at the River

Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

On the mar- gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;

W -

with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

Refrain

Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;

gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful Deliverer, you have chosen us to receive salvation as
a gift, not something we earn or purchase. Deliver us, then, from
both sin and pride, and help us to serve you and love our neighbor
only in response to your goodness and the faithfulness of Jesus
Christ. Amen!

The assembly is seated.

GALATIANS 3:1-9, 23-29

LYou foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your
eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly exhibited as crucified! 2 The only
thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing
the works of the law or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish?
Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? 4 Did
you experience so much for nothing? — if it really was for noth-
ing. ®> Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles
among you by your doing the works of the law or by your believing what
you heard?

6 Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness,” ’ S0, you see, those who believe are the descendants of
Abraham. & And the scripture, foreseeing that God would reckon as right-
eous the gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham,
saying, “All the gentiles shall be blessed in you.” ° For this reason, those
who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed.

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under
the law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disci-
plinarian until Christ came, so that we might be reckoned as righteous by
faith. 2 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disci-
plinarian, % for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer
slave or free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one
in Christ Jesus. 2° And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 650

In Christ There Is No East or West
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I In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;

3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Asst. Minister: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you
in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Each petition of the prayers concludes with these words:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Asst. Minister: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God,
trusting that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our

risen Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING & ANTHEM

The assembly stands.



OFFERTORY': ELW 184
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.
Amen!



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right . . .

e e e e e e e e e e e
e E— = v R P |
pow-er and might, heav-en and ecarth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
_9_& T } i : : T r
:@b—F—F £ P i J— 7 f i i  —— —
e b E——— & 17 @ 1 o &
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
Ny \ | —, . n
] — 7 —tp J  —— I{ 1 I; f f
:@9—‘—' —t i —— a a
J I N | p—
name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & COMMUNION

Please note that, so as to be accessible to all, our communion bread is
gluten-free, nut-free and lactose-free; both wine (served at the rail) and
grape juice (in the trays) are available. All are welcome to commune.

LAMB OF GOD
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, +F Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 496
One Bread, One Body
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1 Gen-tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
PRAYER LIST

Changes to the Prayer List this week:

Added — none

Removed — none

Reformation Family: Carol Baer, Millie Castillo, Nancy Edinger, Bob
Galbraith, Roger Hillibush, Dana Humbert, Cynthia Smoker-Johnston,
Cheryl Manella, Tim Montag, Linda Sell, Dave Shirey, Elinor Snyder, Erica
Sweigert, Dee Dee Werner, Connie Whalen, and Herb Zettlemoyer

Friends of Reformation: Kathy Adomshick, Sandy Bender, Bob Benton,
Andy Bishop, Claire Boarder, Michele Boucher, Charmis, Carole Codding-
ton, Barbara Connor, Carl and Laura, Patricia Derr, Immanuel Eberly, Wil-
gus Elliott, Judi and Carl Esterly, Ethan, Susan Flicker, Francis, Robert
Granko, Lee Hartman, Gino Hinnershitz, John Howard, Evelyn Hunsicker,
Deacon Kalbach, Kayden, Allison Kunkel, Batya Leidner, Scott Leone,
Dana Little, Kathy McCoy, Debbie Mikes, Jean Morgan, Andrew Nosti,
Amy Papilla, Patty, Keith and Peg Ruch, Garrett Schanfelder, Karolyn
Schrufer, Kim Sharp, Linda Smith, Charles Sperling, Herm Spitzer, Jacob
Stoner, Grace Vetter, and Erika Wesch

Next Week’s Worship Leaders:

9:30
Ushers: TBD
Reader: Dee Dee Werner
A/M: John Baver
Acolyte: TBD

Please note the open slots on the worship leader lists, and consider
participating —



