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Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Paul Metzloff 

Guest Musician:  Jane Quaintance 
 

 9:30       

Ushers Charley and Jen Weaver  

Reader Jackie Morrissey 

A/M Carole Miller 

Acolyte Jen Weaver 

Altar Guild Becky Schaeffer, Lynn DeAcosta,  

  Melanie Bechtel, Patty Matijasich 

Live streaming Tom Sahaida, Andy Dobroskey, Jared Preston,  

 Stu Johnston, Richter Bogust 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 The assembly stands or kneels as they wish -  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

God-with-us, 

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, 

 claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 

We have made power and wealth our idols, 

 while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 

We have overlooked the shepherds, 

 expecting good news in prettier packaging. 

Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

Grant us the grace to begin again. 

Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, 

 through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.  Amen. 

Hear the good news and rejoice!  You are God’s chosen ones, 

 holy and beloved, ☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen! 
 

 



GATHERING HYMN:                       ELW 295 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 Glory of Israel, the coming of your son, Jesus, broke open the 

heavens and prepared a way for all of your children to come home 

to you. Give us eyes to see your Spirit moving in this church and in 

this world. Teach us to be proclaimers of your love to all people, in 

the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

 The assembly is seated. 
 

 



LUKE 2:21-40 
 

21 When the eighth day came, it was time to circumcise the child, and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 

law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in 

his arms and praised God, saying, 

 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,  

  according to your word, 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
  31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will 

be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword 

will pierce your own soul, too.” 
 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment 

she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they re-

turned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him. 

 



 

SERMON  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:            ELW 292 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Asst. Minister: Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 

 

Petitions conclude with:  God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

Asst. Minister: We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting 

your grace made known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

   The assembly stands. 

 

OFFERTORY: LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL   ELW 184 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of heaven and earth, 

 from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

 in which you take delight. 

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 

 that we may join the chorus of creation 

 to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen! 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION & COMMUNION 

 

Please note that, so as to be accessible to all, our communion bread is 

gluten-free, nut-free and lactose-free; both wine (served at the rail) and 

grape juice (in the trays) are available.  All are welcome to commune. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Merciful God, 

 we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 

Strengthened by this goodness, 

 send us forth to announce your peace, 

 comfort the afflicted, 

 and share the good news of great joy. 

Amen! 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 lavish you with grace, illumine your path, 

 and increase your joy, today and always.  Amen! 

 

SENDING HYMN             ELW 545 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Changes to the Prayer List this week: 
 

Added – none 

 

Removed – Don Inmon 
 

Reformation Family: Carol Baer, Millie Castillo, Nancy Edinger, Bob 

Galbraith, Roger Hillibush, Dana Humbert, Cheryl Manella, LaJune 

McDonough, Linda Sell, Elinor Snyder, Erica Sweigert, Dee Dee Werner, 

Connie Whalen, Ted Wickert, and the family of Jane Farrell 

 

Friends of Reformation: Kathy Adomshick, Sandy Bender, Bob Benton,  

Andy Bishop, Claire Boarder, Michele Boucher, Carole Coddington, Bar-

bara Connor, Carl and Laura, Patricia Derr, Immanuel Eberly, Wilgus El-

liott, Judi and Carl Esterly, Susan Flicker, Francis, Beth and Stan Gosek, 

Tim Harner, Lee Hartman, Gino Hinnershitz, John Howard, Evelyn Hun-

sicker, Deacon Kalbach, Allison Kunkel, Batya Leidner, Dana Little, Kathy 

McCoy, Debbie Mikes, Jean Morgan, Andrew Nosti, Amy Papilla, Patty, 

Keith and Peg Ruch, Garrett Schanfelder, Kim Sharp, Shirley, Linda Smith, 

Mark Smoker, Charles Sperling, Herm Spitzer, Jacob Stoner, Steve V., 

Grace Vetter, Shannon Vetter, Erika Wesch, Brenda Williams, and Parker 

Youse 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders:  

 
   8:30         10:30  ___ 

Ushers:  Pat and Kathy Austin    

Reader:  Kathy Austin      Don Smith 

A/M:  Karen Montag 

Acolyte:   

 



 

Food Pantry Special Needs and Requests for the Month -The food 

bank needs soup for December- chicken noodle, tomato, and any variety 

of cream soup. Pet food is always needed. 

 

Scarf Bombing - Calling all knitters and crocheters, we have joined a 

Scarf Bombing for Berks County.   Scarves will be placed around the 

county with a note saying - if you are cold, take one. We need knit or 

crochet scarves 11 x 50 inches.  Fringe may be added once the 50 inch 

length is reached.  This will be going on for several months.  Finished 

scarves can be handed to Pam Schneeberger during church or the church 

office.  Thank you! 

 

Please Note - WELCA and the Yarn Group will not meet at the end of 

this month, December 31st. See everyone next year in January! 

 

Beekeeping Group Meeting – as an additional way of caring for 

creation, and as we have found an appropriate location, a group from the 

congregation will be establishing a beehive this spring.  Join us after the 

service on today for an initial planning meeting! 

 

Mental Health Ministry – will be meeting between the services (~9:30 

am) on Sunday, January 5th to make plans for the year.  Please consider 

being a part of this developing ministry at Reformation - you do not need 

a medical background to be part of promoting mental health and wellness 

in our congregation and community!  If you can’t make the meeting but  

would like to be part of the group or have any ideas to share, please let 

Pastor Metzloff know.  Thanks! 

 

Reports – if you have a committee or ministry report to be incorporated 

into the congregation’s annual report, please send it to the office or to 

Pastor Metzloff by December 31st.  Thank you! 

 

Help to Undecorate? – We’re all enjoying our beautiful Christmas 

decorations, but soon, what has gone up must come down and get 

packed away. If you are able and willing to help, please plan to stay 

after the 10:30 worship service on Sunday, January 5th.  Many hands 

make quick work, and lunch will be served. Thanks! 

–  


